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Overview

Metro and pesticides

IPM strategy

Grow Smart Grow Safe & Backyard 
certification

Pesticide-free pledges and other resources

Pesticide-free gardening tips
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What is Metro?

Regional government

Working with communities

Creating a vibrant and 
sustainable region for all
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Metro pesticide reduction and 
natural gardening education

aŜǘǊƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ 
hazardous waste

Pesticides among most toxic, expensive 
($600k/yr) and copious (270,000 lbs/ yr)

Natural gardening program helps residents 
reduce use
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Who uses pesticides? Survey 
ǎŀȅǎΧϝ

About 2/3 of area residents use one or more 
chemical products on their lawn or garden

36% of residents use Round Up ς48% Adults 55+, 42% Hispanics, 49% Republicans

39% use Weed and Feed - 52% Adults 55+, 54% people with income $50-$75

32% use chemical insect killer

36% use organic or less toxic products ς46% people with incomes $75+, 

40% women, 40% Democrats

Chemical product use is 15-20% more likely in Washington and 
Clackamas counties.
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Who uses pesticides? Survey 
ǎŀȅǎΧϝ

78% of Residents think having a chemically-
free lawn or garden is at least somewhat 
important

Most important to women (87%) vs. men (69%)

Democrats (85%) vs. Republicans (68%)

!Řǳƭǘǎ ррҌ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ

29% in Clackamas County say not very or not at all important
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[ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭΧ
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Appropriate use of pesticides?

Pesticides largely not necessary in home gardens 

except in special situations (e.g.: invasive weeds)

LǘΩǎ ǘǊƛŎƪȅ to not harm resident plants and visiting 

wildlife, and to avoid risks to people, pets and 
waterways

If used, get a microscope and budget plenty of 

time to read the label and follow!
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Use IPM strategy

Integrated Pest Management ςsay what? 

ΧLǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǇŜǎǘ 
problems with the least collateral damage.

Decision-making process

Toolkit of methods integrated                        
to achieve success


