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Pesticide Reduction 

 

To reach certification, keep in mind these criteria regarding pesticides:  

 Silver: always use IPM*, do not use any products in the red zone  

(Highest Hazard). 

 Gold: always use IPM*, do not use any products in the red or yellow zones 

(Moderate Hazard). 

 Platinum: always use IPM*, only use products in the green zone (Lowest or 

Low Hazard), if any, and take the Metro Healthy Lawn and Garden Pledge. 

 

To search for the toxicity of a product : 

1) Click on the Pests menu. 

2) Select which “pest” you want to control. Options are Animal Pests, 

Diseases, Insects, Moss, Slugs and Snails, and Weeds. 

3) Click on Control Products for that pest. 

4) Use the filters to find the product by name, active ingredient, etc.  

 
Results! You then see the hazard level of the product in a table with green (low 

hazard), orange (moderate hazard), or red (highest hazard) background. 

  

To search for the least hazardous products, follow the first 3 steps above, 

then: 

5) Under the Disease Type/Pest/Weed filter on the left hand side, select what 

you’re wanting to treat (ex: Blackberry, Rose Scale, Ants, etc.)  

6) Find the best option for you in the Lowest/Low Hazard table indicated by a 

green background. 

 
Explore the other tabs of the homepage to learn about: 

 Natural Yard Care 

 Good Bugs 

 Other resources 

 Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

 

* IPM is a sustainable approach to pest control that uses natural methods 

whenever possible. Monitoring and correct pest identification help determine 

whether management is needed. For more information on IPM practices, visit the 

Pesticides Reduction section of our Resources Library.  
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