
WE ARE A SERVICE ORGANIZATION.  The Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD) is a special service district headquartered in Beavercreek, Oregon.  

We are governed by a board of publicly elected directors.  The District employs 

professional staff to assist our citizens.  We provide service throughout Clackamas 

County, Oregon. 

THE DISTRICT W’s
The mission of the District 
covers many natural 
resource conservation 
opportunities, including: 
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Getting to Know the Conservation District

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT:

503-210-6000
www.conservationdistrict.org

Weed Control 
Detect, control, and 
eradicate invasive and 
noxious weeds

Wildlife
Develop habitat 
conditions that support 
native and beneficial 
wildlife

Work Together 
Develop and nurture key 
partnerships to achieve 
our shared conservation 
mission

Water Quality 
Protect and restore the 
quality of surface and 
ground water
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WE SEE A FUTURE WHERE PEOPLE AND PLACES THRIVE.  We see the District as 

a place where our communities, environments, and economy thrive together.   Our 

mission is to help create that future. We provide technical service and support 

designed to help people use natural resources sustainably today and for future 

generations. 

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS HAVE A RICH AND LONG HISTORY.  
Public demand for protection of soil and water resources dates back to the Dust 

Bowl era of the 1930’s.  The State of Oregon passed legislation in 1939 to create soil 

conservation districts, which were intended to provide local support and direction 

for the conservation of soil and water resources.  As time passed and the needs of 

local constituents changed, conservation districts have evolved to be local leaders for 

both urban and rural conservation issues.  Today, there are 45 conservation districts 

in Oregon.   The Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District was created in 1974, 

following the merger of the north and south Clackamas districts.
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Getting to Know the Conservation District

WE ASSIST INDIVIDUALS, NEIGHBORHOODS, AND WATERSHEDS.   Traditionally, we work one-on-one with 

individuals who are concerned with their land and related resources.  However, natural resource issues like soil erosion 

and water quality are rarely limited to a single land parcel. Instead, these issues often involve neighbors, communities, 

and sometimes entire watersheds.  Therefore, we provide a wide variety of services, which include: 

•	 Providing conservation technical and planning assistance to land owners and managers

•	 Helping protect streams and rivers through education outreach and on-the-ground projects

•	 Helping land owners control wind and water-based soil erosion and protect water quality

•	 Planting trees, shrubs, and grasses to hold soil in place and provide wildlife food and cover

•	 Facilitating urban neighborhood programs to enhance the quality of watersheds and beautify local communities

•	 Teaching young people about natural resources and why they must be protected

The powers and authorities of Oregon SWCD’s are defined in ORS 568.210 through 568.933.  

OUR PROFESSIONAL STAFF PROVIDES HIGH QUALITY SERVICE.  Staff specialists provide a wide range of services 

and knowledge to our citizens.  Conservation specialties include: farm planning, stream bank restoration, invasive 

weed management, and urban conservation practices.  Our management and administrative employees assure 

compliance with the many regulations and procedures needed to protect the financial resources entrusted to us. 

WE ARE A SERVICE DISTRICT WITH A VOTER-APPROVED TAX BASE.  In 2006, voters of Clackamas County 

authorized a property tax levy to fund the conservation services of Clackamas SWCD.  In addition, we leverage District 

resources through outside funding sources and form strategic partnerships to accomplish our work.  The taxing 

authority of SWCD’s are defined in ORS 568.806 through 568.808. 

AN ELECTED BOARD OF DIRECTORS PROVIDES GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY.  In Oregon, a Soil and 

Water Conservation District is legally defined as a subdivision of state government, but it functions as a local special 

district led by a locally elected board of directors who serve without pay.  Directors of the Clackamas Soil and Water 

Conservation District represent all residents of Clackamas County and all facets of natural resource management.

OUR SERVICES ARE BASED ON VOLUNTARY COOPERATION, NOT REGULATION.  We do not issue tickets or turn 

people in. We often serve as an interface between a landowner and a regulatory agency.  Our services and resources 

are available to people who collaborate with us to find solutions.  While we do share the same geographic service area 

as county agencies at Clackamas County (www.clackamas.us), the Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District is a 

separate and unique organization (www.conservationdistrict.org) focused on providing conservation information and 

advice to land owners.  


