Naturescaping

with Native Plants

Ecoregions
of Northwest Oregon and
Southwest Washington*
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® Over 90% of our 10,000 native insects rely exclusively on native plants for survival.

°  96% of terrestrial birdsbirds that spend most of their life on the grotaide their young on

native insects.
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Canopy Layers

IDWXUHVFDSLQJ UHTXLUHV S
%DFN\DUG +DELWDW SURJUDI
FODVVLI\ SODQWYVY ZKLFK DU

A. Overstory tree canopy -
over 30 ft. tall when mature

B. Understory tree canopy -
less than 30 ft. tall when mature

C. Large Shrub layer -
between 5 and 20 ft. tall when mature { : -

D. Small/Medium Shrub layer -
woody and less than 5 ft. tall when mature

E. Ground cover layer -
forbs, grasses, herbaceous plants, etc.


http://portlandoregon.gov/citycode/article/322280

Naturescaping with Native Plants Cont.

Providing multiple canopy layers is important for creating a
dynamic habitat. Different canopy layers fill different needs

(for food, shelter, nesting, etc.) and support different birds,
pollinators, and other wildlife. Every program participant
receives a personalized site report that includes recommended
native plants for each of these five canopy layers.

When naturescaping, look to nature as a

guide.
® Use the “right plant, right place” concept to (to the left): = native plant
group together compatible plants that have
similar growing requirements such as sun, v 50% or more of the plants in
soil. water the area are PPL native plants = ornamental
z : v’ 3 or more canopy layers are plant
© Planting an odd number of plants (3- present

5-7) of the same species close together
supports pollinators by offering foraging

opportunities closer together.

During the initial site visit, the Habitat
Technicians identify areas good for
grouping native plants, where species
from multiple canopy layers and similar
growing requirements can be planted
together. In other words, identifying
“naturescaping areas” in which:
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© The majority of plants (50% or more) in that
area are native plants;

© 3 ormore native plant canopy layers are

present throughout those various areas )
backyardhabitats.org



